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1. Name of Property

historic name :

other namesi/site number COCKFE.'S MTIJ. HOUSE AND MILL SITE
Colesg' Mill ~—Jlohnston's Mi11]

2. Location

street & number Route 71?2 . narth aidea NA/!not for publication
city, town North Garden L§ vicinity
statt Virpinia code  yA county Albemarle code OO zip code 22959
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[Z] private % building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
(] pubiic-tocal [ Jaistrict 1 0 buildings
[ ] public-State [ Tsite il 0 sites
D public-Federai D structure 0 0 structures

[_] object 0 0 objects

2 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously

Name of related multiple ﬁroperty listing:
A listed in the National Register

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

[ nomination ] request for determination of stigibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and mesets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

the property Eme does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet,

/ Y]/LL'I D)

Signature of chrtityihg official Date
Dirgctor, Virginia Department of Historic Resaurces

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property D meets l:ldoes not meat the National Regisier criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
l, hereby, certify that this property is:
E]entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the National
Register. D See continuation sheet.
[ ]determined not efigible for the
National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
E]other. (expiain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions {(enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

ller's hse.) Domestic; single dwelling

— Daomesticy single dwelling (mill
— Indusrry; manufacturing facjility (mill)

7. Description

Architectural (_:Iassifica?ion Materials (enter categories from instructions)
{enter categories from instructions)

, foundation Stone
Colonial walls Stone; frame (addition)
roof Wood-shake; stone-slate
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The Miller's House and the ruins of Cocke's Mill are located on a thirteen-
acre tract on the north side of Route 712 overlooking the Hardware River

in southern Albemarle County. The Miller's House (built circa 1820 with an
addition in 1989) is a one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, gable-roofed stone
cottage built on a high basement. There is an entrance to the basement level
on the south facade and an entrance to the addition on the first story of the
north facade as well as a Dutch door leading to a small balcony on the south
facade. The interior of the stone house features two rooms on the first and
second floors connected by a boxed staircase. Floors, baseboard trim, paneled
doors and simple Federal period mantles are original. The basement contains
the kitchen and has retained its original beaded beams. A one-story frame
wing, completed in 1989 contains a bath, laundry room, entry hall and screene
porch, It is built on a stone foundation and has a slate roof. Directly to th
southeast are the stone foundations of Cocke's Mill (built circa 1792) origi-
nally two stories high with dimensions of fifty one feet by forty feet, and
the stone walls of the original mill and tail race, both in good condition.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION:

Cocke's Mill House and the site of Cocke's Mill are located on a thirteen-acr:
tract on the north side of Route 712, halfway between the villages of Keene
and North Garden in southern Albemarle County. The land, which is heavily
forested, rises steeply from the north side of the road and the house is built
into the south side of a high embankment. This embankment is reinforced by a
five-foot-high stone wall a few feet south of the house. The house faces di-
rectly on both the road and the Hardware River, which parallels the road to
the south. The setting is overwhelmingly rural.

The Mill House (built circa 1820 with an addition in 1989) is a three-bay one-
story house built on a high basement with a framed, gable-roofed attic story.
Uncut fieldstone is used except for large squared stones that are used at the
corners. The stones have been whitewashed except where a Victorian era

m See continuation sheet



- 8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally [ statewide [x] locaily

Appiicable National Register Criteria [ JA [j8 [ Jc [Jp
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [18 [Jc (Jo [Je [IF [a

Areas ot Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
ARCHITECTURE ca.18205-1930s
INDUSTRY ca. 1820s5-1930s

Cultural Affiliation

NA

Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA UNKNOWN

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Cocke's Mill House and Mill Site are significant as a rare partially survi:
mill complex and a reminder of the importance of the flour milling industry
in Albemarle County. The house is one of only a handful of original miller’
residences and one of only two built of stone still standing in the county.
Architecturally, it is therefore also significant as a well-preserved, earl

nineteenth century stone residence is an area of Virginia in which nearly &
residences were either brick or frame.

The production of flour was once the most important industry in the county
and at one time there were more than sixty mills in operation. Milling decl
rapidly after World War I and the physical evidence of most of these thrivi
mill complexes has disappeared. Although most of Cocke's gristmill is no
longer standing, its stone foundations, dam, millrace and cut stone arches
remain to give an indication of the scale of its operation and the sophisti
tion of its construction.

HISTORY:

Cocke's Mill and the ad joining miller's house stand on part of a sixteen-
hundred acre grant to Mildred Meriweather in 1741. The land eventually passe
to the Nelson family and in 1787 Robert Nelson sold it to James Powell Cocke
Cocke (1748-1829), a native of Malvern Hills in Henrico County, was forced 1
i1l health to move first to Spring Hill in Augusta County and then to Albem:
County. 2 A relative of John Hartwell Cocke of Bremo, James Powell Cocke wat
also a friend and correspondent of Thomas Jefferson's who wrote hime once ir
thanks for fish sent to stock his pond at Monticello. 3 It is almost certai
that Jefferson also designed Cocke's house, Edgemont, built around 1797. It
1s one of only four houses designed by Jefferson in Albemarle County and the
only one of frame construction. The plan of the completed house is shown in
the records of a fire insurance policy taken out by Cocke in 1799. 4

i 1 See continuation sheet.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Albemarle County Land Records, Charlottesville, Virginia

Albemarle County Order Books, Charlottesville, Virginia

Mutual Assurance Company of Virginia, Fire Insurance Policies, Special Collections,
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia.

Eggg, Marian, Historic Houses Restored and Preserved, (New York: Whitney Library of Desigr
Southall, James P. C., "Malvern Hills, Henrico County and Edgemont, Albemarle County--
Homes of James Powell Cocke" , Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, volume 43 (1935]
Unlped States Bureau of the Census, United States Census of Marmfacturers, Fredericksville
Parish Virginia (1820), National Archives, Washington, D.C.

(] see continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dprellmlnary determination of individuai listing (36 CFR 87) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
previously listed In the National Register Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the Nationai Reglster Federal agency
designated a National Histeric Landmark |Local government
recorded by Historic American Bulldings University
Survey # - Other
D recorded by Historic American Enginsering Specity repository:
Record # Virginia Division of Historic Iandmark
221 Governor Street. Richmond 23219

10._Geographical Data
Acreage of property Approximately 13 2cros-

UTM References

AlLL7 7091430 biilo 4184 Bluzl lzlowelasin 410 801,00
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clud ldodes 0l lbyilezloiad D luzd Zioel3o:o lall 8060

[[1see continuation sheset

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are
marked by the following UIM reference pointes: A 17/709450/4198180, B 17/709680/4198100,
C 17/709640/4197940, D 17/709390/4198060.

(] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nominated boundaries incorporate the two historic resources, (Cocke's Mill House
and Mill Site) as well as the mill race ard culvert. The boundaries retain the mill's
historic relationship to Route 712 and the Hardware River.

[C]See continuation sheet

11._Form Prepared By

nameftitie Leorrrey Henry

organization date

st & numier —T5T5 Rutledge Averie telephone —_ B04—293-8006

city or town Charlottesville state Va. zip code 22903

*U.3.0PO:1088.0-223-918
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frame wing (now removed) was attached. A massive exposed stone chimney rises from the
west facade; there is also a smaller (and later) chimney on the east facade. The house
is in good condition.

The house is trimmed with an original boxed cornice and simple molding strips on
the north and south facades. The beaded weatherboarding on the two gable ends of the attic
are also original. During the removal of the north wing, the original cedar shakes on
the lower two thirds of the roof were uncovered; most are in good condition. The rest of
the roof has long been covered with slate shingles.

The house features twelve-over-nine sash windows on the first story and smaller six-
pane casement windows on the basement level. The window frames are pegged and have simple
molded architrave trim and beaded sills. On the attic story there are two four-pane casement
windows on the west gable end and a larger four-over-four double-hung sash window on the east
There are no windows on the north facade of the stone house. Nearly all of the windows have
retained their original sash and window panes.

There is a door in the center bay on the basement level and on the first-story north
facade, as well as a Dutch door on the first-story south facade. The latter leads out to
a small metal balcony.

The interior consists of two rooms of unequal size on the first and second floors and
one large room in the basement. The eighteen-inch-thick stone walls are whitewashed and
partition walls plastered, although some vertical-board paneling is evident around the
boxed staircase and on the secord floor. The two rooms on the first floor retain their
original floors, door and window moldings, beaded baseboard trim and portions of chairrail
molding. There is a simple Federal period mantel in the west room.

The first and secord floors are comnected by a narrow boxed winder stair. A recent
(1989) winder stair comnects the basement to the first floor. The second floor also retains
much of its original woodwork, although there is no mantel. A bathroom and closet were
inserted next to the stairway on the second floor during the 1989 alterations.

The Victorian-era wing on the north was replaced in 1989 by a one-story frame
wing built on stone foundations and covered with weatherboard siding. This wing contains
an entry hall flanked by a screened porch on the west and a laundry room, bath, and closet
on the east. The porch and entry hall have slate floors. The hipped roof is covered with
slate shingles. :



NPE Form 10-000-a QAP Approvel No. 1024-0018
(-0

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectlon number __Z___ Page __2

The six-to seven-foot-high stone walls of the original millrace begin thirty feet to the
east of the mill house. The race rums approximately one hundred feet to the east until

it reaches the stone foundations of the old mill. These foundations, which measure
fifty-one by forty feet, are all that remain of the three-story frame merchant gristmill
built to serve the Edgemont plantation of James Powell Cocke in 1792. Cut stome semicircular
arches pierce the foundations at the north and south ends and are also seen at the south
end of the culvert that carried the water underneath the road to the river. Although the
millrace and foundations are overgrown with vegetation, they are in good condition and
illustrate the craftsmanship typically experded on stone construction in the eighteenth
century.
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On July 12, 1792, Cocke petitioned the Albemarle County Court "for leave

to build a water grist mill on the South Branch of the Hardware River." 5
This mill, along with another mill built but no longer standing, were part
of his Edgemont plantation. At the request of a neighboring landowner, a jury
was impaneled to determine the adverse affects, if any, the mill would have
on surrounding landowners. The jury found only minimal inconveniences and
awarded only token damages to the affected neighbors; in fact, it declared
that "said mill when finished will be of public utility." 6

To provide access to the towns of Charlottesville and Scottsville, Cocke
further petitioned the Court on December 12, 1793 to reroute a road to run
between his mill and Scott's ferry (now Scottsville) to the south. The court,
again acting on the recommendation of a jury, declared that the new way may
be made equally if not better than the oid way, the distance nearly the sanme
and on the motion of the said Cocke the road is established on his building a
Bridge over his Canal [ mill race ]." 7

Further information on the date of the mill is provided by fire insurance
policies taken out by Cocke in 1799, 1805 and 1816. 8 The 1799 policy isssued
by the Mutual Fire Assurance Company and signed by Cocke, "residing at Hard-
ware Mills" described a Ystone merchant mill 51 feet by 40 feet, three
stories high covered with wood.'" In 1805 the mill was valued at $5500 for fir
insurance purposes while the Edgemont house was valued at $4500. 9

Although the references to the mill in the court and insurance records pro-
vide evidence for a date of circa 1792 for the grist mill, the date for the
miller's house is more problematic. Architectural evidence indicates a date

of construction some time after 1820. Indeed, the fact that it is not describ
in any of the aforementioned insurance records suggests that it could not hav:
have been built until at least 1816.

Grist mills such as Cocke's were once a common part of the agricultural
landscape. Many planters operated mills in connection with their farms in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries; the first official reference to a mill
was recorded in Albemarle County in 1741. Their numbers proliferated as the
agricultural economy shifted from tobacco to wheat and corn. In the 1820
Census of Manufacturers eleven flour mills were recorded in Fredericksville
parish alone, which covered the northern and western half of the county. 10
By this time, most of the mills were merchant mills, in which the miller
bought the farmers' grain and then sold the flour to the general public,
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rather than retaining a percentage of the grain as had been the practice
earlier, The efficiency of milling was also enhanced by the introduction

in 1787 of a revolutionary mill design based on the theories of Oliver Evans
of Delaware. His designs, which relied on a series of chutes and pulleys to
create a fully automated mill, greatly increased their productivity and
profitability. By 1875 there were more than sixty mills in operation in
Albemarle County, of which most, if not all were of the Evans design.10

Only a handful of these mill complexes are still standing in Albemarle County
making a comparison with Cocke's Mill difficult at best. The Warren Mill

(ca, 1820s; 1858) near Warren; the Hatton Grange Mill (ca.1868) near the
Hatton Ferry; -and the Jefferson Mill, now a private residence near Scottsvill
are the best preserved of these early mills, but the ruins of a half dozen or
more mills are still visible in the county. Like Cocke's Mill, they were
built on large stone foundations and employed heavy timber frame construct-
ion. Some early mill houses have also been preserved at Walker's Mill near
Gordonsville, Harris' Mill, Dyer's Mill (ca.l1796) at Glendower, and
Cochran's Mill in Charlottesville. The latter mill house, reputedly built in
1754 but probably half a century later in date, is the only other stone
miller's house still standing. Both Cocke's Mill House and Cochran's Mill
House feature a high basement, a two-room plan on each floor, and Federal
period woodwork. Cocke's Mill was known as Johnston's Mill after 1880.

Flour milling declined rapidly after the turn of the century in Virginia, as
did elsewhere on most of the Eastern seaboard. The introduction of electricit
and roller mills moved the center of the industry to the upper Midwest. There
grist mills were able to produce flour and meal at a fraction of the cost

of the older water-powered mills. Many of these mills suffered damage from
floods or fire or were simply abandoned. After the Johnston mill closed in
the 1930s, it too deteriorated and probably burned in the 1940s. The mill
house was occupied as a residence by a number of different owners until
bought and renovated by the present owner in 1988-1989. Still extant are
complete ledger books kept by the Johnston firm in the 1880s and 1890s

which guided the renovation efforts.
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Page, Historic Houses, p. 101.
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SKETCH MAP |
COCKE'S MILL, ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VIRGINIA
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